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Western Lunatic Asylum.—In western Virginia, at Staunton, near the
centre of Augusta county, and towards the south-western extremity of the
rich agricultural valley of the Shenandoah, is located an institution that
has received the fostering care of the Legislature for some years. While
the neighborhood wears the expression of neglect and a want of physical
energy in man, as it regards the appearance of the private dwellings, the
lunatic asylum presents a noble and cheerful aspect, indicative of comfort
and order within. From the experience of the medical superintendent, it
is presumed that all the improvements known in the best-managed institu-
tions of the North, have been introduced, and the report before us evinces
the efforts of Dr. Stribling to meet the high expectations of the free-holders
of Virginia.
Although the annual report has come to hand at rather a late period, itaffords us pleasure to notice its prominent features. In the year 1842,

according to the tabular sheet, 152 insane persons were accommodated at
the Asylum. Of that number, 99 were already lodged at the commence-
ment of that year; and in 1842, 53 new cases were admitted. At the
time of finishing the Report, 110 patients were under treatment, viz., 74
males and 36 females. Of these, 101 were chronic, and 9 only of recent
origin. The great disproportion, says the report, exhibited between the
sexes, was owing, solely, to the peculiar construction of the buildings,
which rendered it " impracticable to afford safe and convenient accommo-
dations for more than about 40 females."
Table second, on the fifteenth page, is rather open to criticism, on ac-

count of the loose manner of making a return to the Court of Directors,
of the discharges, deaths and elopements—all in a lump ! Thus it says
—" patients discharged, eloped and dead, 42—males 31, females 11."
The men popped off in various ways, it seems, whilst the women, who
either liked their quarters better, or were more tenacious of life, stuck
by to the end of Anno Domini 1842, as all crazy people should, till the
annual report was fairly made up !

So much for the table : however, by following out the explanation, we
there discover that 15 had died—an unusual mortality ; and that no pre-
judicial impressions might be made with respect to the prospect of health
in the institution, Dr. Stribling remarks that it is proper to state " that all
of them resulted from causes wholly unconnected with its locality, con-
struction or general management."

On the 21st page Dr. Stribling introduces an observation that is rather
discouraging, although it may be true, viz. : " As experience has amply
demonstrated that but few persons afflicted for a longer duration than two
years, are ever restored to reason, we are, in view of the facts presented
by this table (table 4th) forced to the painful conviction that more than
one hundred of the patients now under our care, are doomed to continue
insane for the remainder of their lives."
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Next, Dr. Stribling enters upon the consideration of the value of medi-
cation in the early stages of insanity. " More than one hundred of those
under our care during the present year, have been subjected to a thorough
course of medical treatment, with a view to their mental relief, and in
most cases with decided benefit." What is to be understood by a thorough
course, is quite incomprehensible. Sure it cannot mean the Samson prac-
tice, as it is sometimes called in the new countries, alluded to on the
31st page, where the writer says, " it rarely happens that a patient is
brought here, after having previously been under the care of a medical
practitioner, in regard to whom it cannot be said that he has been well
bled, blistered and purged !" It so happens that very little value is at-
tached to any medication in these latter days, with the insane. Phrenolo-
gists, with Mr. Combe in the van, may argue as much as they please, to
prove that lunacy, in all its forms, results from a derangement of the or-

ganic machinery. Unless the location of the sick fibre can be infallibly
pointed out, no man could be justified in dosing the poor reason-bereft
sufferer with drugs whose action could not be positively shown to produce
the result that is unreasonably hoped for.
Another topic of vast importance falls under a distinct head—defined

moral means. It is the highest department of knowledge to which those
who are set apart by authority for administering to the necessities of the
insane, should aspire. Pills and powders have no weight in the affairs
of an asylum of this kind, while moral treatment is the lever by which
all great efforts for restoration are to be effected. The more there is writ-
ten on this essential subject, and diffused, the more reason we shall have
for believing that civilization, science and Christianity are mutually exert-
ing a combined power of incalculable benefit to man. Lastly, diet, music,
libraries, labor (a matchless medicine alone), religious services, &c, have
each an appropriate share of attention bestowed upon them, very satisfac-
tory, but not particularly new. As a whole, the Report is creditable to
the intelligence and philanthropy of Dr. Stribling, and the institution from
whence it emanates.

Abrogation of Medical Honors.—A story is circulating that at a recent
meeting of the Medical Society of the City of New York, a resolution,
passed some time in 1822, which made Dr. Hahnemann, of Paris, the
inventor of homoeopathy, an honorary member, was repealed. This is al-
together a singular kind of movement ; yet it may not be without a prece-
dent. No mistake is likely to be made in regard to the object of this ac-
tion. The effect will be, if any is produced, just the opposite of what
was intended. Importance is given to this infinitesimal nonsense by these
little sectional shows of a determination to prevent its extension. By
ridiculing Swaim's panacea, the fortune of the proprietor was secured—
and an ample one it was. Thousands of boxes of Brandreth's pills, we
believe, have been sold, which never would have been manufactured, had
there not been a sturdy and unflinching opposition exhibited. The best
method for suppressing quackery of any kind, is never to speak of it.

Ovarian Dropsy.—Mention is made in the Lancaster (Penn.) paper, of
an operation, of late, that created a great sensation in that neighborhood.
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It seems that a female, who had repeatedly been tapped to relieve her from
ovarian dropsical accumulations, was a short time since operated upon byDr. W. A. Atlee, in the following manner. First, he extracted twenty-
two pounds of water ; afterwhich, two tumors were removed, weighing to-
gether two pounds. A strong hope of the patient's recovery is entertain-
ed. A detailed and circumstantial report will probably be given in due
time, through some of the Journals.

Medical Things in Paris.—It is rumored that Dr. F. Campbell Stewart,of New York, late family physician of Gen. Cass while a resident abroad,
will soon publish a statistical account of the hospitals of Paris, togetherwith memoirs of the most eminent French surgeons of the present day.No writer could have a more ample field to exercise in than this. If it
is not an interesting and useful book, the author can make no satisfactory
apology, so abundant and curious are the materials.

Naphtha in Consumption.—D. Wilson, Esq., surgeon, of London, in a
communication in the Lancet of June 3, corroborates the reports of benefit
derived from the use of naphtha in consumption, as published by Dr. Has-
tings and copied into this Journal a few months since. One case is relat-
ed, which certainly shows a very favorable result up to the date of the
communication. Ten drops of naphtha three times a day were ordered,
to commence with, to be gradually increased to twenty drops. Several
cases, he says, were progressing most favorably. He has found, as stated
by Dr. Hastings, that the wood or rectified naphtha is greatly superior tothe coal naphtha.

Erysipelas in New Hampshire.—A physician in New Hampshire, ofmuch experience, gives us some encouragement to hope from him an ac-
count of the epidemic erysipelas which has prevailed extensively in that
State, as well as in so many other places. We trust he will find time to
do it, as we have no doubt that it would be acceptable both to readers re-
siding in places where the disease has, and where it has not appeared. He
says, in a note—" Should it appear in your quarter of the same type as
with us, you will soon find the lancet, even in the later stages, the sheet
anchor."

Dogs in the Streets.—The Paris police has issued orders to its officers,
to kill all dogs found in the streets, in contravention of the ordonnances that
have been previously published. The Board of Health has also posted
up the following advice to persons who may be bitten by a dog supposed
to be mad : " Instantly upon receiving the bite, let the part be compressedall round, so as to force out the blood and venom. (Cupping would be better
still). The wound should then be washed with volatile alkali diluted with
water, or with lye, or soap and water, lime water, or salt and water; or in
case none of these should be at hand, with urine, or even plain water. It
(the wound) should afterwards be burned with a piece of iron heated to a
white heat."
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Treatment of Hydrocephalus—Diseases in New Orleans.—The reader
will find an interesting case, in to-day's Journal, in which hydrocephalus
was successfully treated by bandage, blisters, &c. The writer will please
accept our thanks for his favor ; and we wish that other physicians and
surgeons in that city might be induced to record in our pages some of the
results of their practice.—Abscess of the liver, we understand, which is a
common complaint there, has been cured by one of the principal surgeons,in several instances, by an operation discharging the pus—some account
of .which we hope may hereafter be furnished for this Journal.—Several
well-marked cases of yellow fever had occurred in New Orleans previous
to the 13th ult.—The influenza was quite prevalent, many hundreds havingbeen attacked with it, but few with any great severity.

The Plea of Insanity in Criminal Cases.—The July No. of the British
and Foreign Medical Review contains a long article on this subject—be-ing a review of several important works on homicidal insanity, which
have lately issued from the London press. The subject, at all times in-
teresting, has acquired additional interest from the occurrence of recent
cases in England and in this country. The researches of the writers
alluded to seem to show that the views of judges and lawyers are wholly
unsettled on the subject. We make one short extract, having reference
to this point. Other extracts may be given hereafter.
" The only conclusion to be derived from an examination of these au-

thorities, is that, in cases of insanity, ' the law looks to the capability of
distinguishing between right and wrong ; of the person knowing that the
crime of which he stands accused is an offence against the laws of God
and man.'—In plain language, the conclusion amounts to this : that if a
man knows that what he is doing is contrary to law, he is responsible for
the act, otherwise not : right and wrong must then here stand, as Lord
Brougham has suggested, for legality and illegality. The difficulty lies,
however, in applying such a test. How are we to discover what a man's
views are of the legality or illegality of the act which he is perpetrating?
We cannot take it from his confession ; and if we take it from circum-
stances, we are very liable to be deceived. Bellingham did not admit that
he had done wrong in shooting Mr. Perceval ; and there was every rea-
son to believe that he was insane: he was, however, convicted and exe-
cuted. Martin, the incendiary, admitted that he knew he was doing
wrong, according to the law of man, when he set fire to York Cathedral ;
he knew that the act was illegal, but he said he had the command of God
to do it. There was no doubt that it was perpetrated under a delusion,
and he was acquitted. Thus, then, it appears from this case that a man

may have a full conviction that the act which he is perpetrating is ille-
gal, and yet be held irresponsible. Some homicidal monomaniacs have
committed murder, in order that they might suffer death according to law,
considering that they were forbidden to destroy themselves. They must,
in these cases, have been fully aware that the crime which they were
about to perpetrate was contrary to law, and have actually looked forward
to the punishment which they conceived would deservedly follow the of-
fence. The case of Hadfield, who was tried for shooting at George III.,
furnishes another striking example of the existence of insane delusion,
coupled with a knowledge of the consequences of the act which he was
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about to commit. He knew that in firing at the king he was doing what
was contrary to law, and that the punishment of death was attached to
the crime of assassination ; but the motive for the crime was that he
might be put to death by others ; he would not take bis own life. The
legal test, then, here falls short of what is necessary for justice. A con-
sciousness that the act committed is contrary to the law of God and man

may exist, and yet the person be held irresponsible. Hence this mode of
testing criminal responsibility, without taking into consideration numerous
other circumstances, is incorrect. Cases occur in which it is impossible
to act upon it."

New Treatment of Pleurisy.—The following is a process adopted by
Dr. Turck, of Plombières, for curing pleuro-bronchitis, and which, in one
case at least, has been attended with the happiest results. A man, aged50, of a sanguine temperament, fat, and usually enjoying good health,
caught a cold which terminated in a pleurisy, there being violent pain on
the left side of the chest, greatly augmented at each movement of inspira-
tion, and rendered intolerable by coughing ; pulse full, hard, and 120 per
minute, &c. Notwithstanding the vigorous constitution of the patient, Dr.
Turck eschewed all depletory measures, or purgatives, and administered
internally only a placebo mixture containing a small quantity of opium.
He, however, ordered an alkaline lotion composed of caustic soda, with
camphorated spirit, turpentine and oil, with which the surface of the body
was to be washed, in order to secure an abundant acid perspiration ! and
an open vessel was placed on either side of the bed, into which every half
hour was thrown some fresh ammonia, which should volatilize and im-
pregnate the respired air. According to Dr. Turck, ammonia acts on the
skin and on the mucous membrane of the lungs in a diametrically oppo-site manner, being as powerfully sedative on the latter as actively stimu-
lant to the former; and in this way he supposes proximity to stables (in
which much ammonia is generated) to have proved beneficial to phthisicalpatients. However this may be, it is stated that in the above case, the
treatment of which began early in the morning, " after the first hour an
abundant perspiration broke out, which lasted all the forenoon. At noon
there was neither fever nor cough, nor any pain in the chest. Two hours
afterwards, fever re-appeared with double violence, the pulse beating 140
per minute, and delirium ensued, but unattended with either pain or

cough." Dr. T. attributed this to the too long-continued employment ofthe strong alkaline lotion, for which he at once substituted embrocations
of plain oil. At 10, P. M. of the same day. the patient was completelycured of both his pleuro-bronchitis, and the ill effects which had ensued
during the treatment.—Gazette des Hôpitaux.

Died,—At Perry Centre, N. Y., Dr. Jabez Ward.—In Dedham, Mass., Dr.Simeon B. Carpenter, 42.
Number ofdeaths in Boston, for the week ending July 29, 42.—Males, 21—Females, 21. Stillborn, 2.Of consumption, S—influenza, 2—inflammation of the lungs, 1—hooping cough, 1—tumor, 1—dis-
ease of the womb, 1—scrofula, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 2—teething, 1—pleurisy fever, 3—
rheumatic fever, 1—bleeding at the lungs, 1—epilepsy, 1—drowned, 2—inflammation of the gaul, 1—scarlet fever, 2—infantile, 2—child-bed, 1—disease of the heart, 1—lung fever, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1
—stoppage in the bowels, 2—cholera infantum, 1—throat distemper, 1—suicide, 1—erysipelas, 1—ty-phus fever, 1—old age, 1.
Under 5 years, 13—between 5 and 20 years, C—between 20 and 60 years, 17—over 60 years, 6.
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Suppression of Hœmorrhage at the Gum. By Thomas Embling, Esq.—
The following case, illustrative of the great difficulty often experienced in
stopping haemorrhage from the minute maxillary arteries after the extrac-
tion of a tooth, will also show the efficacy of a simple method of cure in
such cases, when pressure can be positively applied to the mouths of the
bleeding vessels.
I was sent for some time back to a lady, who, on the preceding eve-

ning, had a tooth extracted by a dentist, and whose gum had continued to
bleed profusely from the time of the removal of the tooth until I saw her,
being a period of about eight hours.I found the mouth filled by coagula, and a perpetual dripping of arterial
blood escaping from the mouth. A variety of remedies had suggested
themselves to the patient and her friends, but none had at all subdued the
bleeding. On clearing the mouth thoroughly from the coagula, I observed
that in the extraction of the tooth (the third molar of the upper jaw)
the dentist had broken off a considerable portion of the alveolar process,
leaving a point of bone sticking out in the hole which had been thus made.
A large piece of the gum had been also torn away. Several minute ar-
teries were bleeding freely in the gum. I employed all the usual reme-
dies adopted in such cases, but none of them, neither lunar caustic, nitric
acid, nor the actual cautery, effected a cessation of the hœmorrhage.
After using such remedies as I could devise for three or four hours, I

tried the effect of compressing the part between the finger and thumb.
This produced great nausea and vomiting at first, but having no other
agent upon which I could at all depend, I determined to try the effect of
long-continued pressure upon the mouths of the bleeding vessels. Of
course, during the immediate pressure of the finger and thumb, no hae-
morrhage could occur, as the part allowed a direct application to the open
vessels ; but at the end of an hour there was very slight, if any, diminu-
tion of the hœmorrhage ; in another hour, however, the decrease of hae-
morrhage was decidedly perceptible; in a third hour still greater improve-
ment was evident, and by five hours and a half after I first employed pres-
sure the hœmorrhage had ceased entirely.
For some weeks the gum was extremely tender, but gradually the ten-

derness has passed off, although at the present time the spicula of bone
which was left of the alveolar process (for I did not deem it prudent at all
to increase the loss of bone) is very painful when pressed upon suddenly
and violently.—London Lancet.

The notable grammarian, Dumergue, being confined to his bed with an

abscess of the throat which threatened immediate suffocation, was attend-
ed by a provincial physician who, in his bad patois in a phrase of an
equally ungrammatical kind with the following :—" If you doesn't take
what I send you, do you think "—" And do you think "—screamed Du-
mergue, starting up with indignation, " is it not enough that you poison
me with your physic, but that you must eome to embitter my last mo-

ments with your bad grammar ? Get out." The sudden violence of the effort
gare issue to the abscess ; and the grammarian who had benefited little
by the medicines of the practitioner, was saved by his bad French.—lb.
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